488                            Lichfield.
JULY 6.
Barnet 1.40 p.m.
On the road I read Tully's Epistles. At night at Dunstable. To Lichfield, 83 miles. To the Swan'.
JULY 7. To Mrs. Porter's3.
seems likely that Barber was afraid to own what he had done ; though as he was the residuary legatee he was safe from all consequences, unless the executors of the will who were to hold the residue of the estate in trust for him had chosen to proceed against him. Mr. Duppa in. editing this Journal received assistance from Mrs. Piozzi, 'who,' he says (Preface, p. xi), ' explained many facts which could not otherwise have been understood.' A passage in one of her letters dated Bath, Oct. n, 1 8 16, shows how unfriendly were the relations between her and her eldest daughter, Johnson's Oueeny, who had married Admiral Lord Keith. ' I am sadly afraid,' she writes, 'of Lady K.'s being displeased, and fancying I promoted this publication. Could I have caught her Cor a quarter-of-an-hour, I should have proved my innocence, and might have shown her Duppa's letter ; but she left neither note, card, nor message, and when my servant ran to all the inns in chase of her, he learned that she had left the White Hart at twelve o'clock. Vexatious ! but it can't be helped. I hope the pretty little girl iny people saw with her will pay her more tender attention.' Three days later she wrote: — 'Johnson's Diary is selling rapidly, though the contents are bien tuaigre, I must confess. Mr. Duppa has politely suppressed some sarcastic expressions about my family, the Cottons, whom we visited at Combermere, and at Llcweney.' Hay-ward's Piozsi, ii. 176-9. Mr. Croker in 1835 was able to make 'a collation of the original MS., which has supplied many corrections and some omissions in Mr. Duppa's text,' Mr. Croker's text I have generally followed.
1  ' When I went with Johnson to Lichfield, and came down to breakfast at the inn, my dress did not please him, and he made me alter it entirely before he would stir a step with us about the town, saying most satirical things concerning the appearance I made in a riding-habit; and adding, " "Tis very strange that such eyes as yours cannot discern propriety of dress; if I had a sight only half as good, I think I should see to the centre." '   Piozzi's Ancc. p. 288.
2  For Mrs. (Miss) Porter, Mrs. (Miss) Aston, Mr. Green, Mrs. Cobb, Mr. (Peter) Garrick, Miss Seward, and Dr, Taylor, sec ante, ii. 529-542.
To                              APPENDIX sought was to sufficiently occupy the mind. So long as that was done, that labour would, I believe, seem to him the pleasantcr which required the less thought.
